
 
 
 
 
 
The Lovelace Neighbourhood Plan covers Ripley, Ockham, and Wisley and has been 
prepared by local volunteers, who researched and consulted extensively with Lovelace 
residents and businesses. The volunteers are not experts but have prepared a community led 
Plan to the best of their abilities. The three parishes are indebted to the volunteers who have 
worked so hard to produce the Lovelace Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan reflects local 
objectives for the three very different villages for the next 15 years, as required by the Localism 
Act.   
 
The parish councils and local population largely disapprove of proposals for 2,650+ dwellings 
on former greenbelt land in two locations providing approximately 25% of the entire borough’s 
need. They are considered to be disproportionate overdevelopment located in environmentally 
unsuitable locations, will incur an inevitable increase of traffic, lack of public transport, 
inadequate existing infrastructure and inexorable rise in air quality issues. 
 
Ripley and Ockham parish councils were not consulted in the selection of these major sites, 
one strategic, proposed in the Guildford Local Plan. Any choice in proposing suitable 
development sites in the neighbourhood is perceived to have been removed and the Councils 
and residents have been left disenfranchised. The Lovelace Neighbourhood Plan will help us 
to guide developers towards delivering housing and infrastructure that the local area needs. 
 
The parish councils recognise the need for new homes, with genuinely affordable options for 
young and old wishing to remain in the neighbourhood, together with providing a reasonable 
proportion for the wider borough needs. Sites within easy walking distance of facilities and 
reduced car dependency are considered more sustainable, as is proportionate development 
in all areas. The Lovelace Neighbourhood Plan does not, therefore, propose any further 
development sites. 
 
It has not been easy to produce this Neighbourhood Plan due to on-going changes at national 
and local level, such as National Planning Policy Framework updates, Brexit and the 
controversial Local Plan, the latter being subject to judicial reviews this Autumn on two 
strategic sites and the insetting from the green belt of rural villages. 
   
The change of the makeup of Guildford Borough Council following the election in May 2019 
will lead it to consider new options for town centre development which may change the 
requirement for extensive rural development. This Plan will therefore be reviewed in due 
course, dependent on the outcome of the above.   
 
We hope that the Lovelace Neighbourhood Plan finds favour with local residents and we trust 
in its ability to shape future development in the parishes of Lovelace. 
 

Cllr Jennie Cliff, Chairman Ripley Parish Council 
Cllr Mary-Claire Travers, Chairman Ockham Parish Council 

 

 


